67
Chapter 17
DAKSHA YAGNA AND THE RAGE
Sage Bharadwaja questioned Romasa, "Dear Sir! why
did Daksha Prajapathi bear illwill towards his own
son-in-law, Sankara and why did he not invite him for his
yagna? Romasa clarified his doubts by telling the following
story.
Brahma had created the universe, and entrusted the
upkeep of custom and tradition to DakshaPrajapathi.
Daksha married Veerini (Prasoothi), the daughter of Manu,
the Lawgiver. He had sixty daughters through her.
Fiftynine of them were married to gods in heavens. His
youngest daughter Sati remained at home.
Daksha Prajapathi ruled the universe with a firm
hand. He performed several ceremonies with great pomp.
Men and gods vied with one another to be recognised by
the Prajapathi. Whenever an occasion arose, they flocked
to the sacrifice hall and were impressed by its splendour.
Daksha's position was so well established that the gods
themselves began to bow down and worship him. He
surveyed his dominion with pride and was pleased with
what he saw.
In due course, his youngest daughter Sati came of age.
She adored Siva and was in love with him. Though her
father disliked the ways of the God of Kailasa, he reluctantly
gave her away in marraige to him.
One day, a conference was held in the cool atmosphere
of the snowclad silvergrey mountains of Kailasa. It was
presided over by Sankara with his consort Sati by his side.
The conference hall was packed to the full by Gods,
Gandharvas, Kinnaras, Yakshas, Kimpurushas and sages.
As the discussions were going on, Daksha entered the hall.
He being the son of Brahma, and father- in-law of Sankara,
the entire audience stood up and paid their respects to him